Riesman thinks the murmur is an effect of the gall-stone disease, and that it depends on myocardial weakness with temporary relative insufficiency of the mitral valve. At first he was inclined to attribute it to the pain, but wide experience leads him to conclude that the chronic infection of the bile passages present in many cases of gall-stone disease leads to a degeneration of the myocardium. During the attack of pain there is a sudden rise of blood pressure, and this is the exciting cause of the dilatation and murmur. A case is detailed in support of this view.
1911).?Among 56 cases of gall-stone disease from private and consulting practice the author found 6 with cardiac murmurs. This does not represent the real frequency of the murmur, as not all of the cases were seen during or soon after an attack of colic.
Five of the cases had been examined prior to the attack of colic and no murmur was present.
The murmur is usually quite loud and blowing, systolic in rhythm, heard best at the apex, and not transmitted far.
There is always some dilatation of the heart. 
